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he Operations Manual was prepared by a committee of the Board of Directors consisting of 
J. Latzko, Chairman, Stephen Netburn and Dr. Ralph Zimmerman.. It was reViewed and 

d by the Executive Committee as authorized by the Board of Dlfectors. The Manu~1 
tee thanks all those who helped with the preparation of thiS work, particularly MIss Amelia 
0, Miss Anita Cannarilii, Mrs. Ralph Zimmerman, who typed the manusCriPt and Mrs. Connie 
who assisted in the indexing, proofreading and final e<;.,tmg. William J. Latzko, SecretarY. ___ .! .• lTfL_. 

CHAPTER I - General 

1. Authorized Competitions 

(a) Except as herein provided, competitive members of the AF LA may participate only 
competitions scheduled by or under the auspices of the national Board of Directors or of the divis 
and sections of the AFLA. Violations of this rule are punishable by disciplinary penalties accordin 
the gravity of the offense. 

(b) Mixed bouts between men and women are not permitted in formal competitions or exhibitior 
which touches are counted. 

(c) Members of the AFLA are authorized to participate in collegiate and scholastic meets for wI 
they are eligible, and in tournaments organized by the I ntercollegiate Fencing Association, 
National Collegiate Athletic Association, and similar intercollegiate and interscholastic associati, 
provided that such events are conducted under fencing rules that substantially conform to the rule 
the AFLA. 

(d) Members of the AF LA are authorized to participate in foreign individual competitions when s 
events are organized by or under the sponsorship of a national federation thac is a member of the f 
Members are also authorized to compete in international collegiate or scholastic competitions wI 
are held without any objection thereto by the federation of the country in which the event is h 
Members of the AF LA who wish to participate in foreign or in.ternational competitions mus1 

holders of FIE licenses and should be certified by the AFLA as to eligibility. Active and 
Members of the AFLA may obtain FIE licenses free of charge by applying to the Secretary of 
AFLA .. Other members must pay $1.00. Members of the AFLA may not compete in foreigr 
mternatJOnal competitions as a team representing the U.S. except upon specific approval of 
Board of Directors. 

(e) Amateurs may compete against professionals in all competitions, as long as the professional 
competitive member of the AFLA, except in those competitions specifically limited to amateurs c 
by the Board. No purse, however, may be awarded to either amateur or professional in 
competition. 

2. Classification of Fencers 

For the purpose of providing reasonable equality of strength in competitions, fencers are classi' 
nationally on the basis of competitive experience and achievement into the following categories: C 
A (highest), Class S, Class C, and Unclassified (lowestl. The classification of a fencer in each weal 
shall be changed when he meets the conditions outlined herein below and once he achieves a hie 
category he may not compete in a lower one unless there is a revision ~f these rules and, by definil 
applicable to all members, he falls into a new or lower classification. The following rules govern 
classification of fencers: 

(a) A fencer is classified as Class A 

(1) by winning an individual competition rated as Group 1 (see section 4, rating 
Competitions, below); or 

(2) by winning any of the first six places in the U.S. national championships; or 

(3) by being officially selected to represent the U.S. in the Olympic or Pan American Games 

(4) by being officially selected to represent the U.s. in the World Championships and hav 
achieved the round of 32 or better; or 

(5) by being officially selected to represent the U.S. in the World Under 20 Championships, 
having achieved the round of 16 or better; or 

(6) by being officially selected to represent the U.S. in the World University Games and hav 
achieved the round of 16 or better; or 

(7) by attaining distinction in another country as a com[letitive fencer which in the judgment 
the Board of Directors is equivalent to that involved in the preceding clauses of this paragraph. 



r is classified as Class B 

'V finishing second or third in an individual competition rated as Group I (see section 4 

V winning an individual competition rated as Group II (see section 4 below); or 

y competing as a member of a team that wins the U.S. national team championships; or 

'y achieving first, second or third place in the Modern Pentathlon Epee event at the 
m American or World Championships; or 

'y being officially selected to represent the U.S. at the World Championships (excluding the 
" 20 Championships and the World University Games); or 

Iy having attai ned an A classification in another weapon;. or 

'y attaining distinction in another country as a competitive fencer which in the judgment of 
'f Directors is equivalent to that involved in the preceding clauses of this paragraph. 

!f is classified as C 

>y being a finalist in an individual competition rated as Group I (see section 4 below); or 

c>y finishing second or third in an individual competition rated as Group II (see section 4 

'y winning an individual competition rated as Group III (see section 4 below); or 

)y competing as a member of a team that places second or third in the U.S. national team 
lips; or 

'y having attained a B classification in another weapon. 

'purposes of classification, in rated competitions (see section 4 below), any placing attained 
;sional will be awarded to the next ranking amateur. 

;r remains Unclassified as long as he does not qualify for Class A, Class B, or Class Crating 
'oregoing rules. 

as specifically provided herein, the classification of a fencer in one weapon has no effect 
assification in another weapon and is not affected by his winning or competing in individual 
,on events, team events, invitation meets, intercollegiate events, or unofficial club and 
ompetitions. 

cnember of the AFLA is personally responsible for ascertaining his own classification in each 
To avoid questions with respect to individual fencers, each division through its Executive 
, or other designated officer or committee should certify the classification of all fencers 
sion at the beginning of each fencing season. The Secretary of each division should send a 
ist of Class A and Class B fencers in the division to the Secretary of the A F LA and the 
American Fencing at the beginning of each season (September 1). 

lYer at a competition a question is raised concerning the classification of a fencer, the Bout 
e in charge shall decide the case and such determination shall be conclusive for that 
on. However, for subsequent competitions the decision shall be subject to review by the 
te Executive Committee and by the National Board of Directors. 

king Fencers, Veterans 

itional categories exist independently of the above classifiGations; Ranking Fencers, and 

ing Fencers in a particular weapon are those who, based upon their standings in the finals of 
recent National Championship, have been selected,. by the Board as the strongest national 

~~~~:~:~~;~Si~ut~~~ ~~:~~:~ :~~~e:~i:s~:~~~~ns;:'~~~~title that fencer to a seeded draw in individ 

(b) Veterans are all fencers who (1) have attained the a e _ 
40 years and in addition have retired f II _.9 of 50 years, or (2) have attained the age 
team events in which they particip t rom a competitIOns except the Veteran's individual events 

a e as part of a team made up exclusively of Veterans. 

4. Rating of Competitions 

(a) I n order to qualify as a Group I C 
requirements: ompetition, a competition must meet all of the fOllowi 

i. There must be a minimum of 12 participants in 
have a classification of Class C or higher. * the competition, at least six of whom me 

_ . ii. The final shall consist of not less than 
classlfred CI A six fencers of whom not less than two must as ass and two as Class B (or higher). 

(b) In order to qualify a G II 
requirements: s a roup Competition, a competition must meet all of the followil 

i. There shall be a minimum of 12 partici ants in h _ . 
have a classification of Class C or higher.' Pte competitIOn, at least four of whom mu 

ii. The final shall consist of not less than six f 
fencers and two Class C (or higher). encers of whom not less than two shall be Class 

NOTE; If all other requirements are met for (a) or (b) b '. 
the last 8 (or 6, if to a "final" of 6) shall b _ _ a ove, and the event IS by direct eliminatio 

e conSidered finalists for purposes of these rules. 

(c) Group III Competitions; 

i. There shall be not less than ten participants in the competition. 

ii. The final shall consist of not less than six fencers. 

(d) In addition, every division is authorized to schedul . _ _ 
certain age, or to such unclassified fencers as are . e compe:ltlon~ restn~ted to fencers under 
some unclassified fencers are barred fro h nOvIces or relatlvel~ Inexpenenced; provided that 

I' -b- - m suc events an appropnate des - t' f h . 
e Igi '''ty of contestants must be announced in the schedule. cnp >On 0 t e baSIS ( 

5, Designation of Competitions 

(a) An Open competition is one in which all com etitive m _ 
of the same sex, are eligible to compete with t P d embers of the AFLA In good standing, an, 
membership. ou regar to their claSSification, rank, age, or divisiOn< 

(b) A Closed competition is a sectional interdivisi I .. _ _ _ 
limited on the basis of sectional or div-s:o I bonah'_ or diVISIonal competitIon in which eligibility i 

I I na rnem ers 'p. 

(c) A Restricted competition is one in which the r' -. . _ _ _ 
classification rank age academic status _ I e Iglbdlty of competitors IS limited on the basis 0 

, , , ; or specla inVitatIOn. 

i. A Class A competition is one open to Clas A d R - . 
members of the AFLA only to the extent noted in thSe SC~:dule~nkmg fencers; It may be open to othel 

ii. The designation of a competition as Class B CI _ 
highest category of fencers permitted to partici ate h or _ ass C (or other deSignation) indicates the 
fencers of lower categories unless the contrary - p t

f
. erem, but these competitIOns are also open to 

IS speci Ically announced in the schedule. 

*In determining the rating of a Sectional Championsh- . .. 
ConSidered part of the event to establiSh th 'P. t.h~ diVISional qualifying rounds shall be 
higher. e number of partiCipants and those classified as Class C or 



-tricted competitions limited to fencers of a certain age or academic status sh~lI ~ot.be 
;ted on the basis of classification or rank unless organized and announced as inVitation 

"Championship" shall be limited to the most important competitions or tournaments in 

ional, interdivisional or divisional schedules. 

ional Championships include the individual open foil, epee, sabre and women's 
IS and the corresponding team events. The Board of Directors reserves the right to 

3; competitions as national championships, open or restricted. 

tional Championships include the Midwest, North Atlantic, Pacific coast,Southeastand
d 

)en interdivisional championships, individual and team, In all weapons. No restncte 
shall be designated as sectional championships without the express approval of the 

,ctors. Sectional Champ·,onships must be held at least four weeks prior to the day of the 

t of the National Championship. 

isional Championships may be open or closed and shall be limited to one per weapon 
.. shall be designated as a divisional championship 

ne year. No restricted competitIOn 
<press approval of the Board of Directors. 

contests where the number of touches scored is not the sale criterion for victory in a 
mitted ~rovided adequate notice of the exact fharacter of the event is included In the 

Ie of Events 

;eason officially begins on September 1 and continues through August 31 of the next 

linning of each season (and not later than October 15) each section anddivision through 
fficers or Committees, shall draft and publish a schedule of team and mdlvldual events. 

dule shall indicate the name and address. of the perso~ to whom entries are to ~~ 
j the closing date for entries. Unless otherWise announced m the schedule, entry fees wil 
f notice of the withdrawal of a fencer is received not less than 72 hours before the 

; scheduled to start. 

Ind epee competitions shall be held with the electrical apparatus unless specifically 

non·electric" in the schedule. 

ule should include the following information: 

:itle and classification of each event. 

date, hour and place. 

entry fee, method and conditions for entries. 

terms for admission of spectators, if any. 

special regulatiGfls or conditions. 

iry of Individuals 

mpetitive members of the AF LA in good standing are eligible to compete in team or 
-nts scheduled by or under the auspices of the AFLA, except by special inVitation of the 
',ivlsional or sectional officers or Committees for events under theIr JUrisdiction: or as 
. the Board of Directors for the National Championships (see Chapter V, section B, 

. the Tournament). 

ler of a division shall be in good standing unless his division is in ?oOd standing according 
;hed rules and practices of the AFLA. Consequently, if a member s diVISion IS not In goo~ 
Board of Directors may transfer his membership to.the NatIOnal D,v,s,on and make suc 

rUlE;!S respecting eligibility to enter competitions and for the holding of additional competitions as rna" 
be appropriate. 

(c) A fencer who has entered a competition but has failed to pay the required entry fee, and has eithe 
participated in the competition or failed to withdraw therefrom in time, shall be liable to th, 
appropriate organizing committee of the AF LA for the amount of the entry fee and shall be ineligibli 
to enter any subsequent AF LA competitions until restored to good standing by payment of the sun 

due. 

(d) Every entry certifies the entrant's eligibility for the particular event not only with respect te 
AFLA membership in good standing but also as to compliance with every other requirement. 

8. Club Representation 

The term "club" as used in these rules includes any organized fencing group or individual members 
The group may be affiliated with a club, industrial institution, association or other entity. A rec 
ognized club is one which has a reasonably stable organizational structure and membership, a piaci 
for regular fencing activity and preferably a professional fencing master for lessons and training. 

(a) A fencer may at any time resign from one club and join another, or join or hold membership ir 
two or more clubs. However, within the same fenCing season no fencer may represent in competitior 
more than one club without special permiSSion of the Board of Directors. 

(b) A college or schOlastic fencer who is also a member of another recognized club may represent hi' 
school in dual meets and intercollegiate or interscholastic events, and also represent the other club ir 
AFLA events, but in such case he may not represent his school in AFLA events except in AFLA 
events restricted to students. 

(c) A fencer who, while a member of a recognized club, elects to fence unattached, may not be 
permitted to represent any club during the remainder of the season in individual competition, and may 
not compete in team events except as a member of composite teams. 

9. Assumption of Risk 

Every fencer engaging in competition, and every person attending a competition in any capacity 
Whatsoever, does so at his own risk and peril and neither the organization having jurisdiction over the 
event nor the organization furnishing the place for the event, nor any officer, official, agent or 
employee of either of the aforementioned organizations, shall be liable in any manner for any damage, 
injury or loss suffered by any person as a competitor, official, attendant or spectator at a fencing event 
regardless of whether or not there has been compliance with the rules and regulations prescribed 
herein, and whether or not any official has waived or failed to enforce strict compliance therewith. 

Chapter II - Management and Control 

7, Responsibility For Events 

The Organizing Committee is responsible for the organization of competition or tournament and shall 
provide the facilities, equipment and personnel indicated in Chapter V, Section A3 to the maximum 
extent necessary. It shall also provide or obtain the prizes to be awarded, if any. 

(a) National events (including the anrlual National Championship Tournament) are under the 
supervision of the President and the Board of Directors. (See Chapter V). 

(b) Sectional events are limited to the annual Sectional Championships and are under the supervision 
of the Sectional Vice-Presidents and Executive Committees pursuant to Sectional by-laws. The 
Sectional Vice-Presidents, after consultation with the Chairman or Executive Committee of the host 
division, appoint the Organizing Committee, the Bout Committee and their respective Chairmen 
subject to the approval of the Sectional Executive Committees. 
(c) Divisional events are under the supervision of the Chairman and the Executive Committee or other 
appropriate committee of the division, pursuant to the divisional by-laws. The Chairman, with the 
approval of the appropriate divisional committee, appoints the Organizing Committee, the Bout 
Committee and their respective chairmen . 

2. Organizing Committee 

The organization of a competition or tournament is the responsibility of an Organizing Committee 
which shall provide the facilities. eOllinlTH~nt !::Inri r .. "rc"' ......... ""l ; ... ....J; ..... ~ ........ ...J :- ........ L. __ ~ __ ,~.......- ~--



Committee 
. h h its Chairman is responsible for and in complete charge of all 

~sC~~h7~ti~~ejU~i:~~;ion, including all officials, contestants and spectators. 

airman 
. f I d programs set up by the organizing 

Chairman is responsible for reView 0 ~:';;'f ~ficials seeding of pools, maintenance of 
the conduct of the competitiOn, asslgnme , 

In Making Procedure 
. . ' . b d which makes administrative decisions 

Bout Committee Itself IS no~ a pahrllamentary te~ in the Chairman who may delegate it as 
y vote. All of the Committee s aut orlty IS ves . . . but cannot 
t. The Committee members are assistants who serve. In an adv;lso';;,.Oc:Phatc~~it on appeal, 
,e Chairman on administrative matters. OnlY on questlohns g~ope Yn has ~nlY one vote. 
out Committee decide by majority vote. I n such cases, t e alrma 

oments for Committee Membership 

shall consist of members of the AFLA in good 
'he Bout Committee for AFLA events 

-he minimum requirement for a place on the Bout Committee is a thorough knowledge of 

f the Bout Committee who is a competitor or team captain may not 
,~~ih:s~~d~~~ ~f pools or direct elimination plan for the event in which he is involved. 

of Authority 

, Bout Committee has no power to amend th~ rules of fencing. I n e~e~~~~c~fc~~:s i~n~::S 
modify the rules of organizationhfor a partlcul~ror~::~\~;~n ~~~e~ ~ust be submitted to 

indirectlY affected, but In all suc cases a repor 
"iate governing body. 

. t within its jurisdiction are final. However, if it 

~~S~~ii~~O~~e~~ri~~!O~~ ~h~m:u'i;:~~ro~p~I~~dseb~~et~~I~~~~C~~~~\ite~ p;~;e:~g~re~:~ ~~~~~e:~ 
team is allowed. If the protest IS overru e Y , , 
appeal, in writing, to the Jury of Appeal. 

of Appeal 
. . a inst a decisioll of the Bout Committee or 

y of Appeal is respons.bl~ for hearmgha p~otest g~ les) which has been properly filed and 
ent of Jury (where permlttedfuAnder tl e ~n~~ni~ w~iting. Further, notice of appeal must be 
Such an appeal to the Jury 0 ppea mus 

Ie Bout Committee. 

lember of the Jury of Appeal may not act if he is personally involved or if by rea;~e~ of;~: 
he is confronted with a potential conflict of interest: no. ProXYf vd~~~~p~~~a~:r;:~:nalti~s see 
f the Jury of Appeal are final. (For appeals from .mposltlOn 0 

,2.) 

,sition of the Jury of Appeal at a national event 

, Jury of Appeal at a national. event shall be c,ompose~ ~: :~~ ~~~~~~~~~:e~~~~ ~~ 
~e:~~~y a~i~~~O~ve;;~~~~in~~~~~a~ho:~~:':~;ep~~:~~~e~. I ~ t~~~:~~e~~:~si~~~h~fJ~~~ ~~ 
l1ember of the division shall be chosen bYllmaJ~rI~~dv~~~i~:/p~esent. if nO national officer is 
he Chairman shall be the semor natlona Y e ec . ' bers Each member of 
chairman shall be elected by the Jury of Appeal from a~~nr ~t~h,:,e:ent ;"f a tie vote the 
of Appeal, including the Chairman, shall cast one vo . 
shall have an additional vote. 

Jsition of the Jury of Appeal at a sectional event 

. . h II b posed of all members of the Board 
o Jury of Appeal at a sectional .comcfetltIOt~e~ ~'res:n~oa~ the event, the Chairman or acting 

O~f a~~ ~o~~e ~~~~~t~~;,X:~~t~~ Of~;;;:;:'from ever'!: division competing and not otherwise 

represented. I n the latter case, if no officer is present a member of the division shall be chose. 
majority vote of the other members of the Jury of Appeal. The Chairman shall be the AI 
Vice-President for the Section. In his absence the Jury of Appeal shall elect a chairman from amon 
members. Each member of the Jury of Appeal, including the Chairman, shall cast one vote. In 
event of a tie vote, the Chairman shall have an additional vote. 

(c) Composition of the Jury of Appeal at a divisional event 

The Jury of Appeal at a divisional competition which shall be composed of all members of 
Board of Directors and of the divisional Executive Committee present at the event, the Chairmar 
acting Chairman of the Bout Committee, and the club or team captain of every club orteam compel 
and not otherwise represented. I n the latter case, if a captain is not present, a member of the club shal 
chosen by majority vote ofthe other members of the Jury of Appeal. The Chairman shall be the Chairn 
of the division. In his absence the Jury of Appeal shall elect a chairman from among its members. E, 
member of the Jury of Appeal, including the Chairman, shall cast one vote. I n the event of any tie vc 
the Chairman shall have an additional vote. 

5. Juries 

All members of the Jury shall be members of the League in good standing. A jury may contain om 
more professional members of the AF LA if permitted by the Bout Committee for that event. 

6. Spectators (See Rules Book) 

"Spectators" include any and all persons attending a competition who are not at the moment enga£ 
in active participation therein either as contestants, or any other official capacity recognized by 1 
rules. 

Spectators are required, in the interest of safety and good order, to sit or stand at a distance of not [, 
than ten feet from the limits of the strip and to obey any directives of the President of the Jury or t 
Bout Committee. 

Competitors Chek list 

1. Associate members of the AFLA and other members not in good standing are not eligible 
compete. 

2. It is the responsibility of the fencer to insure that his entry for a competition is filed 
accordance with the Organizing Committee's regulations for that event. 

3. Unless otherwise specified, all AFLA competitions are governed by the AFLA Rules and it 
the responsibility of the fencer to familiarize himself with them. 

4. It is the responsibility of the fencer to provide himself with the necessary equipment 
compete in accordance with the Rules of the AFLA. 

5. Unless otherwise provided, a fencer who violates any of the above directions is.subject , 
appropriate disciplinary action. 

Chapter III - Entries 

1. Filing and Fees 

Unless otherwise specified in the schedule of events, team and individual entries shall be forwarded i 
writing to the chairman of the appropriate Bout Committee at least one week in advance of th 
scheduled date for the event. The entry must be accompanied by the appropriate entry fee. Entries t 
the National Championships are subject to special regulations (Chapter V). National Championshi 
entries must be submitted at least three weeks prior to the opening of the event. 

Z Refunds 

Unless otherwise specified in the schedule of events, entry fees received in accordance with paragrapl 
(1) above will be refunded if the Bout Committee receives notice of the withdrawal not less than 7: 
hours before the scheduled date for the event. (See special rules for National Championship.) 

3. Denial of Entry 

The Bout Committee shall reject any entry from a member who is not in good standing because 0 
arrears in d(Jp~ or pn'tr\l fCID<:: ho.-",,,",,,,,, ",,<f ,",,; ... ~:~I:- .... -- ----.... ,-- ", 



Events .... 
all be no limitation on the number of team entries from one club unless a specific limit IS 

mce by the appropriate governing body. . 
. me club may not be interchanged dUring the 

s(s~: ~~~e~;io~o;;r ~~~~::n';,":~~~;n!~~p~~ Chapter V, Section C-2a). 

" m need not be formally filed at the time the team entry 
les of indiVidual fencers on the tea. b f the plan of competition is worked out. 
should be given to the Bout Committee e ore 

. with a lesser number of members than required for 
I entry shall be permitted to colmpete

th 
wise announced in the schedule). 

"event (which shall be three un ess 0 er 
. . t·t·on personally certify his 

dividual member of a team shall, by participating In the compe I I , 

compete. 

)site Teams II b 
t re resent the same club (they maya e 

)osite team is one wh?se members d? no P contrar is included in the schedule of 
Such teams are permitted unless notice to the eve~t in which his club is formally 

her a fencer may be part of a com~ositeD~e~~ ~n ~~mposite teams may compete hors 
with the approval of the appropriate IVISIO. 

the Naflonal Championship qualifying round. 

" st furnish a guarantee for the safe.custody of any trophy which may be won. 
Ite teams mu 

of an composite team when, in its judgment, the 
Jt Committee shall ref(ubs)ehthe e~~r~een co~plied with in every respect. 
If subsections (a) and ave n 

. b fib may fence on a composite team without prejudice to his right 
. who IS a mem er 0 a c uS" 8) 
his club during the same season. (See Chapter 1, ectlon . 

Chapter IV - Discip!ine 
. . . (P rt VI) shall govern the imposition of 

es set forth in the! nternationa! Code o~ ~ls~JP!me ~ay be necessary to conform to the 
1· "0 the U S with such modifIcatIOns as 

pena ties In f the A·F LA and to any provis·,ons contained in this chapter. 
"9anlzatlOn 0 

;tive or Intentional Misconduct 
. ... ct or who during in-fighting intentionally 

Ie U.S., a fencer who ~omm!ts a vln~lc~ve a t' cho and upon repetition of the offense 
>pponent, shall imr:n:dlately be I?ena Ize ! O~~CI~udeci from the event without prejudice to 
part of the competitIOn shall be ",ev~c~~:ther a 'vindictive act' has been committed or 
iplinary action. The deterdml'nat,o~ho the discretion of the President of the Jury. 
al misconduct' has occurre les WI In 

)f Appeal (See Chapter 1/, Section 4) 
. . f the Bout Committee or the President of 

ppeal procedure. If a protest against a deCISion a I filed and has been overruled, an 
• permitted under the Fencing Rules) has been ptrtoper YNot"lce of the appeal must be given 
. f A I for that compe I IOn. . 
be taken to the Jury 0 ppea . etition appeal prior to its registry With 
Committee. No other body may recognize a camp 

mmittee. (See also Rules 615 Ie). 617, 659), .. . . 
the enalty of exclusion or disqualificatIOn IS 

'enalties. (See Rules 509, 618), In thle case t~e Jury of Appeal shall determine whether 
ring a competition upon an ,nd,v,dua or :eam, '. breach of good order or a flagrant 

is for violation of a technical. rUI~ o~ ~; ta tS~;I~~~aJty should not deprive an individual 
the code of good sportsmanshiP. I tel s 'ff If one of the latter, the penalty may 
any placement or prizes earned before the rO e~~:·competition. I n all cases, the record of 
eiture of any placement or prizes earne~ d~"I,~gwith the Secretary for presentation to the 
taken and the reasons therefore must e o~ e

A 
eals may recommend to the appropriate 

lard of Directors. I n additIOn, the Jury h pp ·fon of more severe penalties, i.e., 
:::'ommittee or the Board of Directors t e lmposl I 

suspension or expulsion from the AF LA. .' t 
er V _ Special Rules for the National ChampIonshIp Tournamen 

al 

re of the Tournament 

national schedule of events and shall be held in two parts: First, a preliminary open qualifyir 
competition Iconsisting of one or more rounds) which shall be held in each division for its AFL 
members in good standing: Second, a subsequent championship competition limited to duly qllalifiE 
contestants. The championship competitions shall constitute the National Cham[lionship Tournamel 
and shall include open individual and team events in men's foil, epee, sabre, and women's foil an 
individual Under-19 events in men's foil, epee, sabre, and women's foil. 

2. Date and Place of Tournament, 
Qualifying Competitions and Sectional Championships 

The date and place of the Tournament shall be determined at the Annual Meeting of the Boar 
of Directors in September of the preceding year. 

Bids for the Tournament shalt be submitted to the Board of Directors by interested divisions a 
least nine months in advance of the Annual Meeting of the Board held in September of the yea 
preceding the event. Bids should include a full description of the facilities and personnel available an, 
a plan for financing the necessary expenses of the Tournament. I n the absence of divisional bids th, 
Championships are automatically assigned to the Metropolitan Division. 

The divisional quafifying rounrls are to be held at least six weeks prior to the opening date 0 

the National Championships. Sectional championships are to be held at least four weeks prior to th, 
opening date of the National Championships. 

3. Organization 

(a) The Organizing Committee is responsible for providing alt physical facilities, necessar" 
equipment, supplies and personnel. The Chairman and additional members are appointed by thE 
President of the AFLA after consultation with the Chairman and Executive Committee of the host 
division subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. 

i. The scene of the Tournament should be spacious, well-lighted and well-ventilated, with 
dressing rooms and showers for men and women. It should be within reasonable proximity to hOllsing 
and eating facilities. Enclosed space with lock and key should be available for use by technicians and 
for storage. Adequate space for the Bout Committee should be close to and in sight of the fencing 
area. A closed room must be available for the Bout Committee deliberations. A public address system 
must be available. 

ii. A minimum of ten regulation strips must be available for the Tournament. For electrical 
weapons there must also be a metallic covering for each strip, with masking tape or other means for 
fastening it to the floor; a minimum of 15 camhi nation foil-epee, or 15 each of separate foil and epee 
indicators and batteries (or equivalent power source); not less than 40 reels and connecting cables so as 
to permit a double set of reels operating On each strip with spares; and interconnecting switches for 
each strip to switch the proper connecting cables to the indicators. Extension lights for each foil strip 
are required. Each strip must have a stop watch or stop clock as well as weights and travel gauges. 
There should be a public scoreboard for at least the final round. 

iii. A Technician and Assisting Technicians (6 to 8) shall be appointed by the Chairman of the 
Organizing Committee. The Organizing Committee shall provide the equipment and space required for 
inspection and repair of weapons and machines. It should also provide for the sale of weapons and 
body cords to contestants whose personal armament breaks down during the competitions and cannot 
be repaired without undue delay. 

iv. The Organizing Committee shall arrange for the attendance of an adequate number of 
trained personnel (directors, judges, time keepers, scorers, etc.) to insure the proper and continuous 
conduct of the Tournament. It is also responsible for publicity, arrangements for Gala Night and 
publ ication of the program. 

(b) The Organizing Committee shall nominate and obtain the services of a full-time Press 
Officer whose sale function shall be activities related to publicity and press releases, and who shall 
prepare a summary of the events for American Fencing. 

(c) The Bout Committee, subject only to the Jury of Appeal, has the ultimate authority for 
conducting the National Championships. It is in charge of all personnel, competitors, officials and 
other persons present, including the audience. The Chairman and other members of the Bout 
Committee are appointed by the President of the AFLA after consulting with the chairman and 
Executive Committee of the host division subject to approval of the Board. The Bout Committee shall 
be responsible for the assignment of directors and judges. In this they must follow the approved list of 
officials published by the Directors Commission. The Bout Committee must assign the highest ranked 
directors before they assign lower ranked directors. (The rankings are "C", highest, 3,2, lA, 1 lowest.) 
Once assigned, directors may be reassigned or relieved at the discretion of the Bout Committee. 

i. The elected Nation;:!li nffir~r~ r.f -tho I "' .............. ~~~ - ..... ---~,-



. h . hi s shall be composed of all members of the 
1e Jury of Appeal at the National c. amp IOns ~in Chairman of the Bout Committee, and 
·ectors present at the event. the Chalrm~n or ac g sen ted I n the latter case, if no officer 
)m every division competing and not ot erwl!eo~~fr~ote of' the other members of the .li.!ry 
member of the divIsion shall be chosen b~ m l~cteJ officer present; if no national officer ls 
'he Chairman shall be the senIOr natIOn a Y elf ·ts members Each member 
,airman shall be elected by the Jur

h
y of A~pe: a ~femv~:~~~ ~hairman sh'all also cast the 

~ chairman shall cast one vote. In t e even 0 

;ial Assistance 
. f f om all sections of the ~ountry at the 

)rder to assu re the strongest posslb~~ re~re:e~~~s:~~ t~ provide travel allowances under the 
, the Board of Directors reqtWQ$ Ule os 
tlicies: 

o allowance is made to any -competitor residing in the Section where the Tournament is 

Jational Champions are entitled to the cost of round trip transportation by air on 
riines. They may not receive additional allowances under (c) and (d) below. 

utstand·,ng competitors in the previous year's Tournament (medalists and the next three 
ill receive partial allowances not to exceed 1/3 of round tnp fare by air. 

ach Sectional and Metropolitan Champion shall receive an allowance not to exceed 1/3 of 
ir fare and the contribution may be matched b\l the SectIOnal treasury. 

io individual may receive more than twO of the allowances contemplated in (c) and (d) 

nore than the cost of round trip by air. 

nused allowances detailed above may not be transferred to others. 

'ule of Tournament 

exact schedule of events shall be prepared by the 0drg;ni~~~gB~~~m~f~~r~~t~~~s~~~I~i: 
,airman of the Bout Committee and, when approve Y , 
I the official organ of the AF LA, American Fencing. 

ity For The Tournament 

-al 
h t · for the Nationals are closed are 

)nly members 111 good standing at the time teen nes 
:ompete 111 the NatIOnal ChampIOnshiP Competition. 

entry to the National Championship Competition is limited to qualified U.s. Citizens and 

residents only. 

'7?atic Individual Oualifiers 

'he following members of the AFLA who are U.s. Citizens or per~a:en:/~~~~eonut: ~~~i~~ 
ing are eligible to particiPatde int;;,e ~n~~~dC~~lge:he;~U~~~: ~fO~th:r qualifiers from the 

qualIfYing comp~etltiOnS an WI au . 
the national division to which they belong: 

edalists and the next 5 ranking finalists in each weapon of the immediately preceding 
,ampiqnshi:p are eligible to praticipate in the event 111 which they were ranked. 

ormer national champions in each weapon. 

., 0 . of Pan American Team whichever team was selected most 
\/Iembers of the U.S. Iymplc . . ot occur' more than four years prior to the 
,rovided, however, that such. selectIOn dh'd n (s) in which they were selected for the 
urnament, are el igible to participate In t e weapon 

. in each weapon are eilgible to participate in 
'urrent Sectional and Metropolitan champions 
; in which they won their championships. 

S M d P tathlon Squad in epee certified for the 

I~rt ~O~~eth~~s~i~~:~nbe;!nt~t~~nU Oiym~i~r80~~ittee. Th~ normal ru~; ~~~~~?;~~ c;~i~ 
tion during the season are waived as to Pentathletes for t e purpose 
• +1"'0 + ...... " .. n~rr.on+ 

(b) A fencer competing in an official FI E Championship with the approval of the Board 
Directors may be granted automatic qualification, at the descretiorY of the Board, if the qualifyi 
competition for his division (including the National Division) was held at the time he was so engagE 

(c) The privilege of automatic qualification for individual events in the Tournament may also 
extended, at the discretion of the Board of Directors, to non-resident members of the AFLA who, 
U.S. citizens. 

(d) The medalists of the National Under 19 Championships in the prior year are automatical 
qualified for the National Under 19 Championships provided they meet the requirements of age al 
residence or citizenship. 

3. Oualifying Competitions 

(a) The divisional qualifying competitions shall be held at least six weeks prior to the date s 
for the opening of the Tournament and shall be open to all amateur members of the AFLA in gOt 
standing, who meet the requirements hereinafter set forth. 

(b) i. Unless otherwise provided by the division, only members of the division may compete 
that division's qualifying competition. No amateur member of the division who is in good standing ar 
files a proper entry shall be denied entry because of nationality or membership in a foreign fencil 
federation. In exceptional cases, subject to specific approval by the Board of Directors, a member, 
the AFLA in good standing may be permitted to qualify directly if he fulfills all of the followil 
conditions: (1) that he earned qualification from his division the previous season, (2) that he w 
physically unable to compete in his current qualifying competition. No individual who has for tl 

'same season unsuccessfully attempted to qualify in a divisional qualifying competition shall t 
permitted to qualify by any other method. 

Ii. In the event that the winner of a recognized inter-collegiate conference is unable to quali
from his -AnA division by virtue of a conflict between his collegiate schedule and his divisic 
qualifying round, he shall be eligible for automatic qualification as provided in the rule 
notwithstanding his failure to qualify in the preceding year. 

(c) Entries for the qualifying competition shall be timely sent to the Chairman of the Division 
Bout Committee or other person according to the divisional schedule. 

(d) All qualifying competitions shall conform strictly to the rules governing AFLA events an 
shall be held by the round·robin pool method with not less than three contestants qualifying frOi 
each pool to the subsequent round. Ties for qualification to succeeding rounds of the qualifyir 
competition and to the championship competition shall be fenced off. 

(e) Subject to the limitations in the preceding paragraph, each division at its discretion ma 
designate its divisional open championships as its qualifying competition. 

(f) In the event that the number of entries for a qualifying competition is less than the numb, 
of authorized qualifiers (see Sections 3 and 4 following), the qualifying competition need not be hel 
and all entries shall be automatically qualified for the Tournament. 

(g) Only members of the armed forces of the U.S. not regularly assigned to duty within th 
territory of an established division, and not members of the U.S. Modern Pentathlon squad, ma 
qualify for individual events as representatives of the "Armed Forces at Large." I n the event that te 
number of such entries is more than three, the National Bout Committee for the Nat'lOna! Tournamer 
shall schedule a preliminary competition to determine the qualifiers for the Tournament. 

(h) An aggrieved fencer may appeal from the local bout committee andlor the Jury of Appe, 
for qualifying competition any decisions involving a possible violation of the rules to the Board 0 

Directors by forwarding said appeal to the National Secretary, 33·62nd Street, West New York, Nev 
Jersey 07093, within three days after the qualifying round. 

(i) The qualifying competitions for the Under 19 Championships are open to all who have no 
reached their 19th birthday as of Jan. 1 of the year in which the final rounds of the Championship 
are held. 

j, Each Section is required to set up divisional qualifying criteria in the manner of the regula; 
Sectional Championship. 

Ii. East Section shall conduct an Under .19 qualifying tournament to determine three qualifier~ 
in each weapon and 3 alternates. For purposes of the Under 19 Tournament, the Metropolitan divisior 
is considered a Section. 

4. Number of Individual Oualifiers 



10 will be eligible to compete in the Tournament from each division shall be det~rr;;;~~ 
ber of eligible contestants competing for qualification., Not Included ,'n the(~~ b lify 
testants are those who, though fencing in the quallfymg competition, qua 
y or (2) are not members of the division. 

he minimum number of qualifiers from a division shall be three if eight or fewer eligible 
oompete in the qualifying competition. 

dditional qualifiers shall be permitted if nine or more eligible contestants compete in the 
:ompetition, as follows: 9-12 inclusive, one additional qualifier; 13-15 inclUSiVe" two 
lualifiers; 16-18 inclusive, three additional qualifiers; 19-21 inclUSiVe, four additIOnal 
2·24 inclusive, five additional qualifiers; 25·36 inclUSiVe, SIX additional qualifiers, and one 
Inal qualifier for each 10 eligible competitors in excess of 36. 

Dtwithstanding the limitations set forth above, the host division shall be allowed to qualify 
)f ten for each individual event, in addition to automatic qualifiers. 

lch Section shall qualify 3 members in each weapon to the Under 19 Championships. The 
I division is considered a section for the purpose of qualificatIOn to the Nanonal Under 19 
ips. 

er of Team Oualifiers 

ach division may qualify a maximum of three teams for each team event in the 
. The U.S. Modern Pentathlon squad and the three branches of the armed forces (Army, 
Navy) may each enter one team in each event. The normal rules regardmg club 

:; during the season are waived as to Pentathl .. €tes and service personnel for purposes of 
is privilege in the Tournament. 

oams shall represent a recognized U.S. club and no club may qualify more than one team 
the rules of the qualifying competition may permit a club to enter two or more teams. 

)mposite teams are forbidden in the Tournament. 

Inly Teams located within the territorial limits of the division shall qualify from that 

Imposite teams may enter the qualifying rounds but must compete hors concors. 

ates 

addition to the regular qual i fiers provided in the preceding > r~les, each division may 
number of alternates who shall, in a specified order, become eligible for the Tournament 
of the failure to enter of a regularly qualified individual or team., The number of such 

311 be equal to the number of non-automatic qualifiers from the divIsion. It IS permissible 
's if they determine at the time of the qualifying compelitlOn, that a person deflm~el~ 
; 'the National Championships, to bypass this person's name and take the next quail Ie 
lce the list has been properly submitted, no substitutions may be made. 

o individual may be an alternate unless he has actually participated in the qualifying 

;cation of Oualifiers and Alternates 

mmediately upon the completion of the qualifying competition in each weapon the 
each division shall transmit to the Secretary of the League the following InformatIOn. 

:ertified list of the number of individual fencers taking part in the qualifying competition. 

~ertified list of the qualifiers from that division (including automatic qualifiers who are 
that division), in order to their estimated competitIve strength. 

certified list of alternates in each weapon, in order of placement. 

certified list of the teams authorized to represent the division, and any alternates. 

'his information must reach the Secretary of the LeagUe
t 

ta\ le~~~ f~~qru~:~k~~~i:rf~~ ~~: 
th e ing of the Tournament, and does not cons I u e .. . . 

~. F:il~~ ~o provide such certified lists may lead to the disqualifIcatiOn of competitors 
ivision. 
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(0) The Sectional (and Metropolitan) secretaries must submit the list of Sectional 
(Metropolitan) Champions, finalists and Under 19 qualifiers to the National Secretary, 33-62nd Street, 
West New York, New Jersey 07093, four weeks prior to the opening date of the National 
Championship. 

(d) The Secretary of the League shall check the certified lists against the list of AF LA members 
in good standing and shall forward the lists, with his endorsement, or corrections, to the Chairman of 
the National Bout Committee for his guidance. 

C. Entries 

1, Procedure for Entries 

(a) Every individual or team qualifier, including every automatic qualifier and every alternate, 
who wishes to participate in the championship competitions of the Tournament must file an official 
entry with the Chairman of the National Bout Committee (or the person designated in the schedule 
for the Tournament), at least three weeks in advance of the date set for the opening of the 
Tournament. 

(b) Every entry must be accompanied by the required entry fee and a stamped self'addressed 
envelope. All fees are determined by the Board of Directors and shall be announced in the schedule for 
the Tournament. 

(c) Within one week after the closing date for entries the Chairman of the Bout Committee shall 
check the entries received against the certified list of qualifiers and alternates which has the 
endorsement of the Secretary of the AF LA. He shall determine the number eligible to qualify from 
each division, the number of valid entries actually on hand from the division, and shall return the 
entries and fees to those alternates who are in excess of the permissible number for the division. No 
entry fees will be refunded for withdrawals thereafter and no substitutions shall be permitted. 

(d) The Chairman of the Bout Committee shall inform every entrant of his acceptance for the 
Tournament and shall forward a complete list of accepted entries, and the collected fees, to the 
Chairman of the Organizing Committee nOt less than 10 days prior to the Tournament. 

2. Composition of Teams 

(a) A duly qualified and entered team need not lirnit its composition to those members of the 
club who actually competed on that team in the qualifying competition and the general rule providing 
that members of two or more teams representing the same club may not be interchanged during a 
competition (applicable in the qualifying competition) shall not apply. 

(b) No fencer shall be permitted to represent a club in the team championship competition 
unless he is a bona fide member and represented that club at least once during that regular season in a 
competition held by the division where the club is located. 

D. Form of Competition 

1. First Round 

(a) The first round of the championship competitions, team and individual, shall be held by the 
pool method, but byes may be given without limitation of number at the discretion of the Bout 
Committee according to a formula of general application. 

(b) The seeded draw in the first round of the championship competitions shall be governed first 
by the list of National Ranking Fencers and fencers of International Rating and next according to the 
judgment of the Bout Committee aided by the statements of estimated strength contained in the 
certifications filed by divisional secretaries. However. members of the same division shall insofar as 
possible be separated, in the same manner as required for members of the same club. 

2. Subsequent Rounds 

(a) Unless otherwise specifically announced in the schedule, at least three fencers shall qualify 
from each elimination round in individual events, and the final round-robin shall consist of at least six 
fencers. Ties for qualifications shall be fenced off in all rounds of the Tournament. 

(b) In the event that a "super·final" of only two fencers is scheduled, the championship shall be 
decided either on the basis of a ten-touch bout in men's events and an eight-touch bout for women 
with a two·touch advantage (up to a maximum of 12 and 10 respectively) required for victory, or on 
the basis of individual matches for two out of three bouts (5 touches in men's events, 4 touches for 
women). 

(c) If the schedule announces that the final of an individual championship is to be held by 
direct elimination. it shall state whether the top sixteen or top eight competitors will participate in the 
direct elimination and the type of bouts or matches to be fenced. 
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team events, after the first round, the competition may proceed, at the discretion of the 
:tee, by the pool method or by direct elimination, or a combination of both, to produce a 
three, or four teams. 

ncers who have been eliminated are required to report to the Bout Committee for 
; officials in the subsequent round. Failure to report will make the individual subject to 
ction, which may include exclusion from subsequent National Championships. 

Chapter VI 

ction and Affiliations 

General 

nateur Fencers League of America, Inc. (AF LA) is the official governing body for ama· 
in the United States and its exclusive jurisdiction is recognized by the Federation 

d'Escrime (FIE), the U.S. Olympic Committee (USOC) and the Amateur Athletic 
and other organizations. 

'LA is the sale representative of U.S. amateur fencing in the FIE, the governing body for 
international fencing competitions including the World and Olympic Fencing 

IS. Any U.S. fencer wishing to participate in official international contests must be 
the FI E or to the host country as to amateur standing and qualification by the AF LA. 

'LA is a member of the USOC, and its representatives serve on the Board of Directors of 
1e League works in close cooperation with the USOC in the selection and training of U.S. 
ing teams through its majority membership on the Olympic Fencing Games Committee. 
r of a U.S. Olympic fencing team must be a memb'er of the AF LA. 

Ih articles of alliance signed in 1905, the AAU recognizes the individual winners of 
al championships as the official amateur fencing champions of the United States. The 
3ects and enforces all penalties of suspension and disqualification imposed by the AFLA. 

=LA maintains close relations with the National Fencing Coaches Association of America 
1e National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), the Intercollegiate Fencing 
I FA), the Intercollegiate Women's Fencing Association (IWFA), and several regional 
! associations, whose respective jurisdiction of fencers in their member colleges IS 

3gnized. Most of the active fencing teachers in the U.S. are Associate Members of the 
joy voting privileges. 

'istorv 

ion and Officers 

=LA was founded in New York City on April 22, 1891. Prior to that date fencing events 
1ducted by the AAU. The organizers elected Dr. Graeme M. Hammond as the first 

he held that office from 1891 to 1925. The office has been held successively by Col. 
nridge, F. Barnard O'Connor, Leon M. Schoonmaker, Harold Van Buskirk, John R. 
'nell Every, Miguel A. de Capriles, Jose R. de Capriles, Donald S. Thompson, Dr. Paul T. 
Ian Lewis, and Alan Miles Ruben, the present incumbent. 

ffice of Secretary has been held successively by W. Scott O'Connor (1891·1925). F. 
lOnor, Leon M. Schoonmaker, J. Howard Hanway, Dernell Every, John R. Huffman, 
, Warren A. Dow, Dernell Every, Ralph M. Goldstein, Allan S. Kwartler, Anthony J. Orsi, 
. Latzko. 

ffice of Treasurer was discharged by the Secretary prior to 1936. Since then the 
"e been J. Howard Hanway, George Cochrane, Robert S. Driscoll, Rudolph Ozol, Leo 
er Tishman. 

ffice of Foreign Secretary was an elective position from 1951 to 1968, when it was 
Tracy Jaeckel, Gen. J. V. Grombach, Ralph M. Goldstein, Laszlo Pongo, Norman Lewis 

. Worth held this position. 

i8, the new office of Executive Vice President was authorized, and is now held by 
s. Five Vice Presidents, one from each Section, are also national officers. 

'LA officers, national and local, perform their duties without remuneration or expense 
,t and often at considerable sacrifice of time and personal income. 

anal Activity 

the leadership of the AFLA, United States fencers have achieved considerable prestige on 
strip. Despite financial and geographical handicaps to participation in most major 
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international competitions, the U.S. has competed with distinction in international events since 1904 
and has been a finalist in the team and individual competitions of every weapon in the Olympic and 
World Championships. The record of the Pan American Games has established the supremacy of U.S. 
fencing in the Western Hemisphere. 

In 1958 the AFLA has host to the World Championships in Philadelphia. The event attracted 
22 nations, and 203 different individuals competed. Started in 1961, the annual Martini·Rossi 
International Tournament in New York has become a premier international fencing event that brings 
many of the ranking world fencers to the United States. 

Two fencers have served on the International Olympic Committee (lOC)' The first was 
Frederick R. Coudert of New York, who was succeeded in 1952 by J. Brooks B. Parker of 
Ph iladelph ia. 

The highest honor and vote of confidence in U.S. fencing was bestowed by the FIE in 1960 
when it elected Miguel A. de Capriles as President for a four·year term and entrusted the running of 
international fencing affairs to an all·U.S. Bureau including Jose R. de Capriles, Deputy President; Gen 
J. V. Grombach, Secretary·General; and Leo G. Nunes, Treasurer. 

The honor of taking the Olympic oath at the opening ceremony on behalf of all the 
assembled athletes was given to Lt. George C. Calnan in the 1932 Olympiad and to George V. Worth in 
the 1959 Pan American Games. The honor of carrying the flag for the U.S. delegation as it entered the 
stadium was awarded to Norman C. Armitage in the 1952 and 1956 Olympic Games and to Miguel A. 
de Capriles in the 1951 Pan American Games. In the 1968 Olympic Games Mrs. Janice Romary 
became the first woman ever to carry the flag for the U.S. delegation, this signal honor recognizing her 
sixth competitive appearance in the Olympic Games. 

Chapter VII 

A. The Corporation 

Administration of National Affairs 

The AFLA is a non·profit corporation organized under the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, governed by annually elected representatives of the individual members. The classes of 
membership are defined in the By· Laws. The I nternal Revenue Service has recognized the League as a 
tax-exempt organization, and all contributions qualify as charitable deductions for the donor. 
Information about such contributions may be obtained from the Nationa! Secretary. 

B. The Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors, which is the final authority on all fencing questions in the United 
States, consists of the national officers, the Chairman of each Division, and a number of "Additional 
Directors" from the divisions fixed each year on the basis of the number of members in each division. 

All national officers are elected each year at the Annual Meeting of the AFLA, held at the site 
of and during the national championship tournament. 

C. Committees of the Board 

I n carrying out its functions the Board of Directors relies heavily upon the work of certain 
standing committees and a few special committees. The committees are nominated by the President 
and elected by the Board. The standing committees are: 

1. Executive Committee, consisting of the President, the Executive Vice President, the 
Secretary and not less than two other Directors, which acts for the Board during the period between 
regular meetings. 

2. Rules Committee which recommends to the Board changes in the rules of competition. All 
proposals for rules changes are normally referred to this committee for study and when the Board 
resolves that a change shall be made, the committee is requested to draft the exact text and present it 
for formal approval. 

3. Electrical Equipment Committee which serves the same function as the Rules Committee 
for all matters pertaining to the electrical equipment of competitive fencing. 

4. Policy Board on American Fencing which consists of the President, Secretary, and Treasurer 
of the AFLA, and the Publisher and Editor of the magazine. All questions of policy affecting the 
publication of American Fencing are referred for decision to this Policy Board. 

5. Junior Olympic Developement Committee - which, under standards developed by the 
Board of Directors, reviews requests from divisions for funds and authorizes disbursements for 
deve!opement activities. It also distributes information on how to organize Junior Olympic 
Developement programs and otherwise assist in the build·up throughout the country of this most 
important AF LA activity. 

. 17-



condary and College Relations Committee - which working through local groups of high 
:ollege coaches and AFLA divisional leaders, formulates comprehensive fencing programs 
001 age fencers. Special competitions, increased publicity, instruction in judging and 
:hniques, demonstration programs and other events are planned and carried out. 

Jnd Raising Committees - which organizes solicitation campaigns to support League 

w Committee - which, under the supervision of the League Counsel who serves as its 
andles all legal matters affecting the League. It also advises on the interpretation of the 
de. 

einstatement Committee which reviews and investigates all applications for reinstatement 
;tatus and makes recommendations to the Board. No applications are processed unless two 
apsed since the last act of professionalism. 

ertificate of Merit Committee which reviews properly submitted material pertaining to this 
d and recommends issuance to the Board when appropriate. 

!ational Nominating Committee 

'ational Nominating Committee is elected by the membership at the Annual Meeting of 
It must consist of 5 voting members who come from at least 4 different sections of the 

unction of the committee is to select candidases for national office and present a slate to 
{ of the AFLA before February 1st. The committee is so composed that it is expected the 
II sound out sentiment in their respective Sections and submit names which meet with 
Jval. 

national officer is elected for a one-year term and there are no restrictions as to the 
>ems in the By-Laws. The recent practice has been for the President to serve for four years. 
e President is normally elected each year, and the new Vice President must come from the 
I as the one dropped but preferably from another division. Rotation of this replacement 
that each Vice President normally serves a 5 year term, 

rocess for contested elections is available primarily as a safety valve in the event that the 
Committee failes to perform its function properly. Since contested elections are costly 
generate animosities, the importance of the deliberations of the Nominating Committee 
eremphasized. 

.5. Directors Commission 

:ommission is composed of all AFLA members who hold a valid FIE officials license, the 
:e Presidents (including the Chairman of the Metropolitan Divisionl, and an appointee of 
" This group internally elects an Executive Committee of 5 members every four years, this 
onding with the term of the International (FIEI Commission de l'Arbitrage. The current 5 
1powered to act for the commission as a whole, are Laszlo Pongo (Chairman), William 
etary), Daniel Bukantz, Ralph Goldstein, and George Worth. 

:Iasses of officials are recognized by this commission: 1, 1A, 2, 3, and C (FIE license). 
d 1A are awarded at the divisional level, and indicate that the holder is qualified to 
:he preliminary and final levels, respectively, of divisional competitions. Class 2 rating is 
the Sectional Executive Committee after recommendation by the division and an 

by higher rated officials. The Class 2 official is qualified to officiate through the finals of 
! championships, as well as any lower-ranked competition. The highest domestic rating, 
varded only by the Commission itself, after examination by at least three ranking officials 
one Commission members. The Class 3 official is qualified to direct at any level of 

in the U,S., inCluding the finals of the National Championships. 

'.S. Directors Commission published periodically a list of Class 2,3 and C officials, and is 
or maintaining the quality of this list. In any Group I competition it is mandatory that 
assified available officials be used, except they may be relieved by the Bout Committee as 
avoid overwork. The Commission is the sole authority for requests to the FIE for 
as an International Director. 

encers have served with distinction as presidents of jury in the finals of Olympic and 
pionships: M. A. de Capriles (1936, 1952, 1958), J. R. de Capriles (1952, 1956), Dr. 
ltz (1958, 1960,1964, 19671. Ralph M. Goldstein(1958, 1960), Allan S. Kwartler (1960), 
orth (1960, 19631. An all-U.S. jury served throughout the 1956 sabre final, consisting of 
riles, Dr. Bukantz, R. Richard Dyer, Mr. Kwartler and Mr. Worth. The following U.S. 
served on the Bout Committee in charge of Olympic Championships: Tracy Jaeckel, M. 

IS, J. R, de Capriles, and Curtis C. Ettinger. 
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F. Official Publication 

In order to promote better communication among fencers throughout the United States the 
AFLA in 1949 designated the magazine American Fencing as the official publication of the AFLA. 
Amencan Fencmg was founded by Jose R. de Capriles and William L. Osborn who served as Editor 
and Publisher respectively and without remuneration. The magazine is distributed to all members of 
the AF LA six times a year as part of their membership, and is often used to make official 
announcements to the League members. Subscriptions also circulate throughout the fenr:ing world. 

Persons having articles they wish printed in the magazine should send them to the Publisher W 
L. Osborn, P. O. Box 144, Terre Haute, Indiana 47808. Only signed articles will be accepted. ,. 

G. Promotional, Technical and Instructional Material Available 

. . The followin9.list of material is presently available (April 19691 to any interested fencer and 
additional material will be added to the list from time to time. Apply to: 

1. Questions and Answers about 
the AFLA 

2. AFLA Membership Application 
3. How to Build AFLA 

Membership 

4. How to Organize a Fencing 
Program 

5. How to Organize a Fencing 
Workshop 

The Secretary 
Amateur Fencers League of America, Inc, 
33 - 62nd Street 
West New York, New Jersey 07093 

6. How to Understand and Enjoy 
the Sport of Fencing 

7. Fencing Bibilography 
8. FenCing Films and Visual 

Aids 

9. DireCtion and Judging
Questions and anS\.'vers 

11. JUnior Olympic FenCing 
Brochure 

12. Junior Olympic Publicity 
Poster 

13. AFLA Pin 
14. AFLA PatCh 
15. Rules Book 

10. AFLA Fund-Raising BrOChure 16. Score Scheets 
17. AFLA Decals 

H Trustees of Investment & Development Funds 
The president of the AFLA and two other individuals who may not be officers of the League 

serve as managers of two investment accounts looking towards the long term developemcnt of the 
AFLA activities. One fund is earmarked for domestic developement programs and the other is 
dedicated to improving our international efforts. While the investment income of each account is 
available for current activities, the principle and any additions thereto can not be expended until the 
account reaches $100,000 or has been in existence for at least fifteen (15) years. 

I. Geographical Organization 

At first, membership in the AFLA was heavily concentrated in Metropolitan New York, 
although diVISions were created to administer the local affairs of fencing groups in other parts of the 
country. The frrst diVISions were established on March 20, 1892 in Nebraska and New England. In 
1968 there were 52 active and 11 inactive divisions as well as a National group composed of members 
who do not belong to an active division. This National group included all of Metropolitan New York 
until 1956 when the Metropolitan Division was formed. 

The active divisions in 1968 were: Arizona, Northern California, Southern California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Florrda,. Central Florida, Florida Gateway, Florida Gold Coast, Georgia, 
HawaII, IlirnolS, Central Iltrnols, I ndlanapolis, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, 
Mrnnesota, St. LOUIS, (Mo,l, Nevada, New England, New Jersey, New Mexico, Hudson-Berkshire 
(N.Y.-Mass.), Long Island (N.Y.), Metropolitan (N,Y.), Westchester (N.Y.) Western New York West 
Point (N.Y.), North CarOlina, North Dakota, COlumbus (0,1, Miami Valley (0),1, Northern 'Ohio, 
Southwest OhIO, Oklahoma, Oregon, Harrisburg (Pa.), Philadelphia (Pa.), Western Pennsylvnnia, 
Border (Tex.l, Gulf Coast (Tex.), North Texas, South Texas, Virginia, Washington D.C., Western 
Washrngton (Statel, West Virginia, Wisconsin. The inactive divisions were: Birmingham (Ala.), Alaska, 
Sacramento (Callf,l, San Diego (Calif.1, Inland Empire (Idaho-Wash. I, New Orleans (La.), Mid New 
York, Nebraksa, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Utah. 

No~-administrat.ive r~gional units .. . c~Jled S,ec~ions, are created for the purpose of conducting 
annu~~ reg~onal cha':lt?!OnshIP~ among dIVISIons wlthm a section. The first sectional ch<1mpionshir \/Vas 
organized rn the PaCifiC Coast In 1925 and has been held annually ever since. The Midwest held its first 
champIOnship In 1934, the Southwest in 1950, the North Atlantic in 1955, and the Southeast in 1966. 
!he n~mes of thc: ~e::tions indicate the general boundaries of their territory, with the North Atlantic 
including those diVISions from Maine to Washington, D.C. and west to the Ohio border (excluding the 
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, Division), the Southeast including the states from Virginia to Alabama, the Midwest 
e entire area commonly known by that name, the Southwest covering the tern tory south 
est, and the Pacific Coast including California, Oregon, and Washington. 

r;ional Certificate of Merit 
'rofessional Certificate of Merit is an honorary award voted by the Board of Directors to 
teachers of fencing who have rendered distinguished service to the AFLA by developing 

. students the qualities of technical skill and love of fencing, as well as the splnt. of 
ip. This award does not purport to certify the professional competence of fencing 
but the AFLA believes that outstanding instructors are deserving of recognition by the 
erning body for fencing in the United States. 

'rofessional Certificate of Merit is never voluntarily offered by the Board of Directors and 
, solicited by a teacher of fencing. A proposal for the award must be made by two or more 

the Board, or by the Executive Committee of a division, in the form of a letter to the 
npanied by the fencing history of the professional to be honored and the names and 
.s of at least two of his recognized pupils in AFLA competition. The submitted material is 
ed by the Certificate of Merit Committee which reports to the Board of Directors its 
recommendations. 

ter VIII - The Amateur Code and Rules Governing Exhibitions 

~itutional Definition 
lylaws of the AFLA (Article IV Section 2) corrtain the following definition: 

, amateur fencer is one who participates in fencing solely for the love of 
sport, who has not derived direct or indirect financial benefits from 

'petition or exh ibitions in fencing, and who has never been a professional 
:her of fencing or professional competitor or trainer in any branch of 
letics. " 

3ylaws also give the Board of Directors the exclusive power to enact, interpret and apply 
r Code. The Board is guided in its interpretations and decisions by its own precedents and 
AAU and the FIE. 

ients in the United States 
r the precendents of the AF LA there is no objection to the receipt of compensation by an 
'cer for writing, editing or publishing news reports, articles, magazines, or books on 
for weapon or equipment repair, or manufacture; the guiding principle in these cases being 
cer is capitalizing upon his skill as an author, designer, speaker, electrical technician, rather 
,is skill or reputation as a fencer. Compensation received as an official at collegiate fencing 
not substantially exceed actual out-of· pocket expenses incurred in connection therewith 

onform to a basic plan of general application that has been approved by the Board of 
rhe policies of the AFLA with respect to fencing exhibitions are stated in a separate 

his chapter. 

'r the precendents of the AAU, the following acts are forbidden: 

articipation in any competition not held under the rules and sanction of the AFLA. 

)btaining any financial benefits, directly or indirectly, from participation in any 
or exhibition in any sport. This includes the sale of personal prizes, receipt of excessive 

ses, and any other financial benefits. 

articipation in a competition or exhibition against or with persons ineligible to compete as 
'ithout having first obtained permission to do so from the Board of Directors or from an 
'epresentative of the Board. 

anicipation in any sport under an assumed name, unless duly approved in advance by the 
rning body; or commission of fraud or of grossly unsportsmanlike conduct in connection 
)ation in any athletic sport. 

7ational Precedents 
,tutes report the following precedents: 

In amateur may participate in mixed competitions (with or against professionals) provided 
ompetitions are authorized by their national federation; he may not compete in an event 
y a professional group (1931 Congress). • 
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(2) An amateur has the right to receive in cash, as a maximum, the reimbursement of his actual 
expenses in participating in a competition. But such reimbursement cannot be contingent upon the 
final standing of such a fencer in the competition (1949 Congress). Reimbursable expenses may 
include: (a) transportation costs; (b) the cost of lodging and meals; (c) pocket money in a moderate 
amount (1956 Congress!. 

(3) An amateur does not have the right: (a) to bet upon the competitions in which he takes 
part; (b) to sell or pledge prizes won in competition; (c) to participate in competitions under an 
assumed name without the authorization of his national federation; (d) to participate in competitions 
for money; (e) to lend his name to any kind of commercial advertisement; (f) to accept cash prizes in 
competition; (g) to accept reimbursement for participation expenses in international tournaments for 
a period longer than 30 days per year, travel time excluded; (h) to accept reimbursement of the 
expenses of persons accompanying him to a competition; (i) to accept, under any form whatsoever, 
any indemnification for loss of earnings or loss of employment time. However, this prohibition does 
not mclude vacations under the normal conditions of his profession, or vacations granted under similar 
conditions on the occasion of the Olympic Games (and provided they do not constitute in a 
round-about fashion a reimbursement,. direct or indirect, of lost salary), or the payment in hardship 
and exceptional cases, after due mqulry m each instance and in the form of a disbursement made 
directly to the employer, of an indemnity to the wife or mother of an athlete who is the sole support 
of hIs family (IOC, 35th SeSSIOn, 1938); (J) to accept any remuneration to shift his affiliation from 
one club to another or to remain a member of a club; (k) to accept any remuneration for the use of 
articles or equipment marketed by a particular dealer; (I) to be or to have been paid as a fencing 
master or teacher or provost teaching fencing (1958 Congress); (m) to be or to have been paid for 
training other persons for sports competition (1959 Congress!. 

(4) For each Olympic Games only those fencers whoconform to the latest definition approved 
by the 10C will be conSidered as eligible amateurs (1958 Congress). 

D, Amateur Coaching 

1. Policy 

The AFLA recognized that the teaching of fencing by amateurs is a major instrumentality for 
the development of the sport In the U.S., but suggests that amateurs encourage established groups to 
hire a professional teacher as soon as the membership can support one. 

2. Proh ibitions 

In furtherance of this policy, the following prohibitions have been enacted: 

(a) An amateur coach may not receive direct or indirect compensation for his services. 

(b) An amateur coach may not, without specific authorization from the Board of Directors or 
the natlo~al ~F LA Executive Committee, regularly give instruction (even if he receives no 
compensation) In any case where some person or organization assesses a fee or requires a consideration 
fo~ ~uch. inst.ruction, as ~is.tinguished from. t~e use o~ physical facilities or equipment. However, 
nochlng In thIs paragraph IS Intended to prohibIt mutual Instruction or coaching by members of a club 
for thei r common benefi t. 

~c) An ar:n,:teur coach .may .not receive rei':lbursement of expenses for giving private lessons or 
fo: private tramlng. of an indiVidual for fencmg competition. An amateur coach may receive 
reimbursement of his actual out~of-pocket expenses for travel and subsistence in connection with 
group coaching, but this shall not be construed as authorizing the payment of compensation for 
instructIOn under the guise of reimbursed expenses. 

3. Exemptions 

Notwithstanding the preceding prohibitions, the following are regarded as amateur fencers 
unless otherwise disqualified: 

(a) Teachers of physical education or other subjects who are full-time members of the faculty 
?f ~n accredited eleme~tary ?chool, high school, preparatory school, college or university, who, as an 
incIdental. part of the" duties, offer instruction in fencing to students regularly enrolled in such 
academIC institutIOns, and who receive no extra remuneration therefore beyond their regular academic 
salaries. 

. (b) Members of the Armed Forces of the U.S. who are detailed or assigned to give instruction in 
fencmg as part of their service duties, and who receive no extra remuneration therefore beyond the 
service pay of their rating or rank. 

. (c) Students who are degree candidates in good standing, who teach fencing at their college or 
universIty as an mCldental condition of their participation in an established plan of financial aid to 
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j who receive benefits under such a plan that do not exceed the amount normally given to 
ts of similar financial need and scholastic standing. 

udent counselors in summer camps who teach fencing as an incidental part::>f .their duties, 
not receive more than the normal stipend for camp counselors of similar age and 

uance of Amateur Coaching 

:oard of Directors, or its Executive Committee, may upon its own mot!on or upon 
any person order an investigation of any situation involving am~teu.r coac~mg. Upon an 

nding by the Board that the continuance of such amateur coaching IS detnmental to the 
of fencing, the national secretary shall forward to the amate~r coach by registered mali a 

cation of such finding. Thereafter, the acceptance of any reImbursement of ex.pe~s~s by 
coach shall consistute a violation of the Amateur Code and shall render the Individual 
:iplinary suspension for one year, and to premanent suspension upon repetition of the 

of Professionals in Other Sports 

F LA By-Laws no longer require that all persons who are professionals I': other spor~s be 
denied amateur status in fencing. A distinction is made between profess!oaf competitors 

n any sport, who are denied amateur status in fencing; and professional teachers of other 
Ire eligible for amateur status in fencing as long as they are not profeSSional teachers of 
distinction has been specifically approved by the IOC in correspondence with the FIE. 
rules governing competitors in the Olympic 'Games or Pan American Games may, by 

fessionalism in another sport, deny amateur status to persons regarded as amateurs by the 
le FIE. The eligibility of AFLA members for Olympic or Pan American competition, 
I be determined by the general definition of an amateur then currently approved by the 
n American Sports Organization. 

istration of Amateur Code 

ase in which there has been an alleged violation of the letter or spirit of the Amateur 
reviewed on its merits by the Board of Directors. When a violation is found to exist, the 
rminate or suspend the amateur status of the violatof, depending on the seriousness of 
nsofar as the action of the Board is disciplinary in character, it must be preceded by 
,lleged violator and a hearing on the issue, if requested by the alleged violator. 

Joverning Exhibitions 

nt of Official Permission 

,teur member of the AFLA may participate in an exhibition without permission from 
Directors, or the division Executive Committee, or an authorized representative of these 
ies. Violation of this rule may result in severe disciplinary penalties. 

hibition 

, policy of the AFLA that any fencing exhibition must be conducted in a manner which 
Jublicize and popularize the sport. No exhibition shall be authonzed under conditions 
ing in an unfavorable light. 

ions of modern fencing shall conform to the rules of the AF LA. No bouts between men 
~ permitted if any score is kept. The wearing of masks is required. 

ons of historical swordplay in period costume are encouraged and participation in 
, bouts within the limits of good taste is permitted. 

;)rograms 

ation of an amateur fencer in television programs is strictly limited to ~h.at portion ~f 
,voted to entertainment. Appearance in any portion devoted to an advertiSing message IS 
identified as a fencer on the program, donation of the fees (,f any) Involved In the 

Iy be donated to the AF LA or the USOC to preserve amateur status. 

imitations 

3teur may receive reimbursement of his actual out-of-pocket ~xpens.es for travel. and 
'ld may accept a medal or prize of nominal value, In connection WIth an occaSIOnal 
ition. He may not receive any other remuneration, and he may not. devote any 
j regular portion of his time to giving exhibitions '"for which he receives reimbursement 
d prizes. 
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BY-LAWS OF THE AMATEUR FENCERS LEAGUE OF AMERICA, 

INCORPORATEQ 

ARTICLE I 

Organization and Name 

The name of this Corporation shall be "The Amateur Fencers League of America, I ncorporated". The 
Corporation is chartered and exists under the Non-Profit Corporation Laws of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. It is qualified as a tax exempt organization under the Federal Internal Revenue Code. 

The purposes of the Corporation shall be: 

ARTICLE II 
Purposes 

1. To promote the social welfare by advancing physical fitness through the establishment, 
maintenance and promotion of regular programs of athletic activity, physical conditioning and 
training in the art and sport of fencing. 

2. To combat juvenile delinquency by providing, for children and youths, regular supervised 
programs of wholesome athletic activity and training in the art and sport of fencing. 

3. To further individual self-discipline, build character and promote sportsmanship by providing 
regular supervised training, instruction and competitions in the art and sport of fencing. 

4. To aid in the improvement and development of the powers of analysis, thinking, 
decision-making and self-discipline of the individual through training in the art and sport of 
fencing. 

5. To provide programs of supervised and qualified instructions with approved and trained coaches 
and teachers in the art and sport of fencing. 

6. To organize and supply directions for inter-collegiate and inter-scholastic fencing meets and 
competitions. 

7. To instruct the public and provide general information with respect to the art and sport of 
fencing and the benefits to be derived from participation therein through lectures and other 
programs on the subject useful to the individual and beneficial to the community. 

8. To disseminate knowledge and basic factual material about the art and sport of fencing. 

9. To establish classes of formal instruction in the art and sport of fencing by a regular faculty 
according to a regular curriculum at fixed locations. 

10. To establish and promote a nationwide program of fencing competitions. 

11. To establish and promote the growth of fencing clubs and salles d'armes throughout the 
country. 

j 2. To select and prepare individuals and teams to represent the United States in international 
competitions including the Olympic games and the Pan-American games. 

13. To encourage the art and sport of fencing in the United States of America, its territories and 
possessions, to define amateur status in respect to fencing and to formulate and enforce 
regu lations rei ating thereto. 

14. To formulate and publish rules for management of fencing contests and exhibitions in the 
United States of America, its territories and possessions. 

15. To group all amateur fencers within its territorial iurisdiction for the purposes of conducting 
annual local and national championships, and competitions preliminary thereto designed to 
awaken and maintain interest in competitive fencing as well as in the art of fencing as a cultural 
promotion and exercise. 

16. To promote "people-to-people" friendship by maintaining harmonious relations with fencing 
systems of foreign countries and committees of other organizations interested in promoting 
international competitions and advancing the sport and art of fencing. 
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ARTICLE III 
Fiscal Year 

lear of the Corporation shall commence on 1 September and end on 31 August following. 

ARTiCLE IV 
Membership 

~lf persons who have met their obligations. with respect to payment of dues as hereinafter 
Article V shall be members of the corporation. 

Membership shall be of six classes: Honorary, Active, Collegiate, Student, Associate, and 

Y MEMBERSHIP shall be open to anyone who shall have rendered distinguished service to 
f fencing. A candidate shall be elected on Honorary Member of the Corporation by the 
Ijrectors of the Corporation upon a two-thirds vote of those present at any meeting. 
embers shall have all the rights and privileges of Life Members. 

~MBERSHIP shall be open to all persons upon payment of the dues specified in these 

rE MEMBERSHIP shall be open to all persons who have attained the age of 19 but have 
their 25th birthday as of the beginning of tpe current fiscal year upon payment of the 

current year as specified in these By-Laws. 

~EMBERSHIP shall be open to all persons who have not yet attained the age of 1.9as of 
J of the current fiscal year upon payment of the dues for the current year as speflcled In 

IS. 

MEMBERSHIP shall be open to any person upon payment of the dues as specified in 
'so Associate Members shall have all the rights and privileges of Active Members, subject to 
I that they shall not be entitled to fence in competitions. 

E RSHIP shall be open to all persons upon payment to the Corporation of the Life 
fee specified in these By-Laws. Life Members shall have all the nghts and privileges of 
ers, but shall be exempt from the obligation of paying dues subsequent to the payment 
1mbership fee. 

members, except Associate Members, shall be entitled to participate in any competition 
e auspices of the Corporation, subject to the limitations of these By-Laws and to such 
d limitations as the Board of Directors may from time to time lay down With respect to 
'gories or classes of members or competitions. 

who have paid their dues, as specified in these By-Laws, On or before February 1st of 
If and who have attained their 21 st birthday as of that date shall have the right to vote 
that may be voted upon by the Corporation pursuant to these By-Laws and, to hold any 
:h they may be elected or 'appointed provided that only amateurs may be .elected as 
, Corporation. The date of admission to membership IS determined according to the 
Irticie V. 

nbership shall not entitle any member to any share in the assets of the Corporation,. all 
,reby declared to be irrevocably dedicated to the charitable purposes set forth In Article 
{-Laws. All rights and privileges of membership shall cease upon death, resignation, 
ilure to pay dues. 

ARTICLE V 
Fees, Dues and Arrears 

schedule of annual dues of the Amateur Fencers League of America shall be as follows: 

Annual Dues 

$10.00 
6.00 
3.00 
2.00 

Annual Dues Prepaid 
for a 3-year period 

$25.00 
15.00 
7.50 
5.00 

, shall be paid directly to the Secretary of the C~rporation or his duly authorized agent. 

- 24-

Section 2. Annual dues shall be allocated according to the following schedule, and Divisional and 
Sectional shares of dues shall be paid by the Secretary of the Corporation to the Treasurers of the 
Section and divisions to be retained by them. 

Class of 
Membership 

Active 
Collegiate 
Associate 
Student 

Allocation of Dues 

Annual Prepaid for a 3-year Period 

Divisional Sectional Divisional Sectional 
Share Share Share Share 

$3.00 $1.00 $7.50 $2.50 
1.00 1.00 2.50 2.50 
1.00 2.50 
1.00 2.50 

Where the division is not a member of any specified section, the Sectional share of dues shall be paid 
by the Secretary of the Corporation to the Treasurer of the Division to be retained by the Division. 

Section 3. LI FE MEMBERSHIP FEE. The Life Membership fee shall be $150.00. One-half of this fee 
shall be paid over by the Secretary of the Corporation to the Treasurer of the Division to which the 
member belongs to be retained by the Division, except that if the member also belongs to a section, 
the Secretary of the Corporation shall pay to the Treasurer of the Section $10.00 to be retained by 
the secl/on, and $65.00 to the Treasurer of the Division. 

Section 4. All dues are payable On application for membership and thereafter on or before September 
1 of each fiscal year. 

Section 5. All dues paid to the Secretary of the Corporation shall be recorded by him and unless 
allocated to a section or division paid over to the Treausrer for general Corporation purposes. 

Section 6. A new member is not admitted to membership and an old member is not in good standing 
until hIS dues and fees have been received by the Secretary of the Corporation or by a duly authorized 
agent thereof. 

ARTICLE VI 
Officers 

Section 1. The officers of the Corporation shall consist of a President, an Executive Vice President, a 
Vice President for each established Section of the Corporation, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

Section 2. The President shall be the chief executive officer of the Corporation and shall preside at all 
meetings of the A.F.L.A., Inc. and of the Board of Directors, and perform such other duties as usually 
pertain to that office and which are not inconsistent with these By-Laws. 

Section 3. The Executive Vice President shall perform such duties as the President shall delegate to 
him. 

Section 4. The Sectional Vice Presidents shall act as chairmen of their respective Sections and in order 
of their seniority lor if of equal service, then by drawing lots) in the absence of the Vice President, and 
the Executive Vice President shall preside at all meetings of the Corporation and of the Board of 
Directors. Each Sectional Vice President shall within a time specified by the Secretary of Corporation, 
file with the Secretary of the Corporation a report of the finances and activities of his Section for the 
current year. 

Section 5. The Secretary shall conduct all official correspondence of the Corporation, keep a record of 
all meetings of the Corporation and of the Board of Directors, issue notices to members of all meetings 
of the Corporation, and perform such duties as may be assigned to the Secretary by these By-Laws or 
by the President. If the Board appoints a Recording and/or Corresponding Secretary, the Secretary 
shall prescribe their duties and supervise their activities. 

Section 6. The Treasurer shall keep the accounts of the Corporation; shall receive all moneys, fees, 
dues, etc.; shall pay all bills approved by the Board of Directors; and shall prese.rve vouchers for such 
disbursements. The Treasurer shall, at the Annual Meeting, submit a report, audited by a committee of 
the Board of Directors, of the financial transactions of the preceding fiscal year. The Treausrer shall 
keep all funds of the Corporation in such account or accounts, each subject to withdrawals upon such 
signature or signatures, as the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe. 

Section 7. Before exercising their offices the President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer shall each file 
such bond for the faithful performance of his duties as the Board of Directors may approve. 
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ARTICLE Vii 
Board of Directors 

'1esponsibility for the general management and pOlicies of the Corporation shall be vested 
Jf Directors composed of the officers of the Corporation, the Chairman of each Division of 
tion and Additional Directors from the Divisions of the number hereinafter specified. 

Division shall be entitled to one Director for the first seventy-five members and an 
:ional Director for each succeeding seventy-five members or major fraction thereof. 
)ers, for purposes of entitlement to Additional Directors, shall be in good standing as of 
ld of the preceding fiscal year. 

rhe officers of the Corporation shall be elected annually by the membersh ip of the 
in the manner specified in these By-Laws. 

31 Chairmen and Additional Directors, if any, of each Division shall be elected annually by 
hip of each Division in the manner specified in the By-Laws of the Corporation and of the 

, elections for Additional Directors each divisional member eligible to vote shall be 
d to cast as many votes as there are Additional Directors to be elected. Each such 
er may cast the whole number of his votes for one ndminee or distribute them upon two 
'e nominees as he may prefer. 

'e Board of Directors shall be vested with full powers of management of the Corporation 
se By-Laws. 

any meeting of the Board of Directors a quorum shall be seven members present in 
ilure of a quorum a lesser number shall have the power to adjourn to a given time and 
e, place and time of each meeting shall be designated by the President. 

18 Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors shall be convened, upon not less than 
notice, during the month of September. 

'cial Meetings of the Board of Directors may, and upon written request of seven or more 
:, be called by the President on fourteen day's notice. All notices shall state the object of 
nd business not mentioned therein may not be acted on at any Special Meeting, except 
tions shall be in order at any meeting of the Board without notice. 

ing by Mail. 

cific question or matter which might be passed at a special Meeting of the Board shall 
,itted to a vote by mail at the discretion of the President, or upon written request of 
'n members of the Board of Directors who hold membership, in the aggregate, in three 
Divisions. 

by mail, the Secretary of the Corporation shall mail to each member of the Board a 
tement of the question to be voted upon, and of the date on which voting shall be 
rvith a request that each member cast his vote thereon and communicate it to the 
r prior to the closing date. The closing date shall be not less than fourteen days after 
ng of the question. 

Board of Directors shaJl have power to constitute an Executive Committee composed 
n five members which Committee shall include the President, the Executive Vice 
'e Secretary. Such Executive Committee, if constituted by the Board, shall have such 
30ard may by resolution prescribe, provided, however, that the power so delegated 
to the power to take action until the next meeting of the Board of Directors. 

30ard of Directors may appoint a Recording and/or Corresponding Secretary to serve 
til the subsequent Annual Meeting of the Board and to perform such duties as may be 
by the Board, the President, the, Secretary and the Treasurer. 

Board of Directors shall appoint annually legal counsel to advise and represent the 
jirectors and officers. 

Board of Directors shall have power to define amateur status and in the absence of 
ontrary the Board of Directors shall be deemed to have adopted the following 

lmateur fencer is one who participates in fencing solely for the love of the sport, 
ot derived direct or indirect financial benefit'!; from competition or exhibitions in 
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fencing and who has never been a professional teacher of fencing or a professional competitor 
or trainer in any branch of athletics or who has been reinstated as an Amateur by the Board of 
Directors. 

The Board of Directors shall have the sole power to interpret this Section, to enact an amateur code 
for the guidance of the members of the Corporation; to prescribe and apply disciplinary penalties for 
Infractions of the amateur code, including warning, reprimand and temporary or permanent 
suspension from amateur competition, according to the Circumstances, and to grant reinstatement 
hereunder. Members of the Armed Forces of the United States duly appointed or assigned as 
rnstructors of fencmg are exempt from the provisions of this section when in the discharge of such 
official duty. 

Section 12. The Board of Directors shall have power to formulate, establish, and publish the rules 
governing all amateur member fencing competitions and all exhibitions in which an amateur member 
of the Corporation shall participate, and in the absente of action to the contrary the Board of 
Directors shall be deemed to have formulated, established and published the following rules: 

(a) 

(b) 

All amateur fencing competitions in the United States, its territories and possessions, shall be 
conducted only under the rules and sanction of the Amateur Fencers League of America 
Incorporated. ' 

An am<!teur fencer wif!fu/fy competing in competition in the United States, its territories and 
posseSSion, nOt held under the rules and sanction of the A.F.L.A., INC., shall be liable to 
suspension, and may be held ineligible to enter any contest under Corporation auspices for such 
penod of time as the Board of Directors may determine. 

(c) Any amateur knowingly competing in fencing competition with anyone who has been 
suspended .or d,squal,f,ed by the Board of Directors of this Corporation renders himself liable 
to suspenSion and may be held ineligible to enter any contest under Corporation auspices for 
such penod of t,me as the Board of Directors may determine. 

(d) Professionals shall be permitted to compete in amateur competition only under such rules and 
conditIOns as the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe. 

Section 13. Board of Directors to arrange for National Championships. The Board of Directors shall 
rece,ve bids from the various divisions to hold the annual National Championship Tournament and 
shall seIect the t,me and place thereof .. I n no event shall the National Championship Tournament be 
held pnor to the 30th day from the mallrng of notice pursuant to Section 2 of Article XII. 

Section 14. Disciplinary Powers of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors by a two-thirds vote 
of the members votmg shall have power to reprimand, suspend, deny continuation of membership to, 
or expel any member whose conduct may be deemed detrlmental to the welfare, interests or character 
of the COrporatIOn, always prOVided, however, that any action other than reprimand may be taken 
only after the followmg conditions have been satisfied: (a) notice must be served upon the members of 
the Board and upon the member against whom the proposed action is to be taken, setting forth 
generally the character of the conduct formmg the bas,s for the proposed action; and (b) if requested 
by the, member to be d,sc,plrned or by three members of the Board, within ten days after the mailing 
of notice of the proposed action, a committee of not less than three members of the Corporation must 
be appomted by the Pres,dent to mvestlgate the conduct charged against the member, said committee 
must ,give. the member an opportunny to be heard in respect of the charge and, after completing its 
rnvestlgat'on, must flle a report favoring the action proposed to be taken by the Board. 

Section 1,5. The Board of Directors may in their discretion, and upon the same vote as is provided for 
the election of Honorary Members in Article IV of the By-Laws, elect an Honorary President, an 
Honorary V,ce PreSident and/or an Honorary Secretary-Treasurer. Any such honorary officer shall be 
elected for Ilfe and shall be entitled to all the privileges of an Honorary Member and to attend all 
meetrngs of the Board of Directors but shall not be entitled to vote as a member of the Board. 

ARTICLE VIII 
Order of Business for All Meetings of the Corporation 

and the Board of Directors 

1. Reading of Minutes 

2. Report of Officers and Committees 

3. Proposed Amendments to By-Laws 
(when appropriate) 

4. Elections (when appropriate) 

5. Unfinished Business 

6. New Business 
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ARTICLE IX 
Procedure for Meetings of the Board of Directors 

and of the Corporation 
. "n the Pennsylvania Non-Profit Corporation Law, 

'~~~t'i'~~~~~~~1 ~: ~~v~~~~~ ~~';haew;r~:i~ions of Roberts Rules of Order. 

ARTICLE X 
Committees of the Board of Directors 

P 'd t ith the approval of the Board of 

J~Jei~!.~~~~~~~~;vg~:~~th~~:~~~~dr:::~ic~:a~~s~~~:~;~~~~ie~i~::i~~;:~~ee~h~;r~~~ I special committees as e may 
assign functions thereto. 

va committee shall meet from time to time at the ca.!! of the Chairman th.er~of, and it d:Jy of the Chairman to call a meeting upon the written request of a majority of the 
lis committee or of the PreSident. 

'he Chairman of each Committee shall transmit a full report of its activities to the 
the Corporation prior to the Annual Meeting of the Corporation, and each Committee 
ch special reports as the President or Board of DIrectors shall direct. 

ARTICLE xl' 
Meetings and Elections of the Corporation 

Ie Annual Meeting of the Corporation shall be convened in the same city as and during 
:hampionship tournament, at a date and time fixed by the PreSident of the CorporatIon. 

,ecial Meetings of the Corporation may be called by the President or the Board. of 
time and place of which there shall be at least thirty days' notIce. Busmess not speCIfIed 

'f any such meeting shall not be acted upon. 

the Annual Meeting there shall be e:8cted by the membership a Nominating Committee 
f" e oting members of the Corpora:;,,,, which sholl nominate candIdates for the 

:f~en~~ E~ecutive Vice President, Sectional Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, an4 
nal Divisional Directors, which candidates shall be voted upon at the next Annua 

'Iose nomination for members of the Nominating Committee shall not be in order U~l;i 
;ave been made of members of the Corporation who are members of at least Ive 
ions This Committee shall file its nominatIons WIth the Secretary of the corporatlo~1 on 
ruar~ 1st next ensuing; and the Secretary shall, on or before ApriIlstthereafter" mal to 
of the Corporation a copy of the nominations fIled by the Nominating Commltte~, or 
lall be published in the official publication of the Corporation Within the prescnbed 

1 Committee shall nominate one member from each Section to represent the Section as 
~ominees for the offices of Sectional Vice,President shall be appropriately desIgnated 

'On of the nominations. 

;i~~~~~r~~i~~n~;i~~~e~as~c~e p:'~~i~nO?s ;;!~:~~e~e~~i~~e ~fe~~~a~sso;~~~ 6~Zo~~:i~~ 

~ additional nominations for an office are made, the Secretary dO~ the C~~~~f:!O~:~~~ 
nual Meeting a unanimous ballot for the candidate nominate or suc . he 
mmittee Where additional nominations have been made for any office, voting on t d 
such offi'ce shall be by voting members only, on ballots prepared b~ the ~ecretary '::'re 

. members as rovided in Article XII of these By-Laws. Were tree or m . 
~~~tngeen duly file: for any office, the ballots shall be prepared ~nd co~n:~o~~ 
1 a system for preferential voting approved by the Board of Directors. otlng y 
mitted in a contested electIon. 

I 'd- t" of choice opposit the Dt shall be marked by putting a cross or other c ear In Ica Ion 
the candidate or candidates for whom the voter deSires to vote. 

Jt shall be sealed, in the envelope provided; the envelope shall be signed by the voter 
'ned to the. C.9rporatipn Secretary on or before JIj,ne 1 st. ,-. ~~ "'~; 
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(c) The envelopes so received are to be opened by the tellers oniy after the polls for election of 
officers are declared open at the Annual Meeting of the Corporation. 

Section 6. The officers and directors of the Corporation shall be elected by a majority of the votes cast 
and shall take office as of September 1 next ensuing and shall hold office until the following August 
31 and until their successors are elected and qualified, 

Section 7. At any meeting of the Corporation a quorum shall consist, unless specifically otherwise 
provided for particular purposes of meetings, of twenty-five members, present in person or by proxy, 
and all business before the meeting other than elections may be voted on in person or by proxy, and a 
majority vote of those voting shall rule, provided, however, that no proxy shall be voted on a proposed 
change to these By-Laws unless the proxy specifies whether it is to be cast for Or against the 
amendment. 

Section 8. ,Vacancies in the offices of President, Executive Vice President, Sectional Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, or National Divisional Directors, occurring between Annual Meetings shall be 
filled for the unexpired term by the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE XII 
Notices and Mailings of Ballots 

Section 1, Any notices of ballots shall be deemed validly given or delivered if mailed to a member at 
the address last designated by such member to the Secretary of the Corporation or, failing such 
designation, to the member at the address of such member furnished by the secretary of his or her division. 

Section 2. Notice of the Annual Meeting shall be given to all voting members of the Corporation by 
the Secretary, which notice shall be mailed or published in the official publication of the Corporation 
on Or before May 15 prior to such meeting and shall contain a statement of the name or names of the 
officer Or officers to be elected by unanimous ballot, if any, and otherwise a reference to the 
candidates to be voted on at the meeting. Such notice shall include or be accompanied by the text of 
any amendment to these By-Laws to be acted upon at such Annual Meeting. 

Section 3. Where any officer is to be voted on at the Annual Meeting, ballots for the candidates and 
return envelopes shall be mailed to all voting members on or before May 15 prior to such meeting. 

ARTICLE XIII 
Divisions and Sections 

S~L. 1. In order to faeiliate the development of fenCing in the United States of America, its 
t~rritories a'1d possessions, the Board of Directors may, upon application in conformance with these 
;; /--Lavvs. create administrative units to be known as Divisiors. Such diviSions shall be created by a 
charter designating the territori,,1 limits of jurisdiction and setting forth such powers as the Board may 
prescribe ~:md t"Bserving to the ' liaht and power to rescind or amend such charter at its 
discretion or ~ ~hr; total number of 't the division has fallen below ten. 

Membership in a divtsJU;: 08 lfrn;;~ ~ "n oersons eiigible for membership in the Corporation who 
reside in, or belong to a fencing club locate ... 'thin the territorial limits of the Division and who are 
not members of another division. 

Section 2. In order to encourage annual interdivisionaf .jhout the United States of 
America, its territories and Possessions, the Board of IS empowered to create 
non-administrative units to be known as Sections. Such sections shall encompass large areas whose 
geographical limits shall be fixed and recorded by the Board. All divisions lying within the area 
covered by the section shall be members of the section and shall support the annual Sectional 
Championships as provided in these By-Laws. 

Section 3. Subject to the directives and limitations contained in these BY-Laws, each division and 
section is empowered to draft the By-Laws under which its respective functions shall be carried out. 

Section 4. The application for a Charter, addressed to the Secretary of the Corporation, shall be signed 
by not less than ten persons, accompanied by the dues and fees for the current year prescribed in these 
By-Laws and outlining the territorial jurisdiction sought for the purposed Division. 

Section 5. The Board of Directors shall, at its descretion, grant Or deny the request for a Charter. If 
granted, the Charter shall be the Constitution of the Division and the members thereof shall, within six 
months, adopt rules for the administration of local affairs not inconsistent with these By-Laws and 
submit a copy to the Secretary of the Corporation. 
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I nere shall be an Annual Meeting of the Division, of which there shall be at least fifteen 
8, and a quorum shall consist of seven voting members present in person or by proxy. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Division there shall be elected a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, 
Treasurer, (or Secretary-Treasurer), Additional Directors and members of the Executive 

The management of the Division shall be vested in an Executive Committee which shall 
:he elected officers and directors and other annually elected members in accordance with 
f th is article, 

fhe Division Chairman shall, within the time and format specified by the Secretary of the 
I file a complete report of the membership, finances and activities of the Division for the 

Membership in a Section is limited to members of the component Divisions, 

The Management of a Section shall be vested in an Executive Committee composed of the 
's Vice President from that Section (who shall act as Chairman), the Chairmen of the 
1ich comprise the Section, and any Additional Directors from a Division in the Section, 
ve Committee shall conduct annual Sectional Championships and shall have such other 
lay be designated by the Board of Directors, The Executive Committee shall appoint a 
9asurer. 

The disciplinary powers of the Executive Committee shall be limited to the competitive 
expulsion or exclusion, All other discipline shall be referred to the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE XIV 
The National Division 

members of the Coproration who are not eilgible, or do not apply for membership in a 
be members of the National Division. 

1e National Division shall be administered by the officers of the Corporation and the 
ctors. 

ARTICLE XV 
Colors 

he Corporation shall be Dark Blue and Gold. 

ARTICLE XVI 
Amendments 

a these By-Laws may be proposed in writing at any Annual Meeting or at a special 
Corporation called for the purpose of proposing amendments to the By-Laws upon 

itten notice, setting forth the genera! tenor Q~ -thF;! amendment or amendments to be 
;h meeting. Proposed amendments shall be adopted if approved bv a majority of those 
on or by proxy and voting at such meeting, subject to the provisions of Article XI, 

ARTICLE XVI' 
Taking Effect of Revision 

,hall take effect on September 1, 1964 after their adoption of the Annual Meeting of 
held in Atlantic City On July 10, 1964. Unless otherwise specified, amendments to 

hall take effect on September 1 next after their adoption, Copies of the amendments 
be mailed to every Division of the Corporation within thirty days after their adoption 
eir adoption shall be given to all members, All members of the Corporation who shall 
,d a resignation prior to the effective date of these By-Laws shall be deemed to have 
'ovisions and to have waived any rights which they may have had theretofore pursuant 
on and By-Laws in effect prior to the taking of these By-Laws. 

ARTICLE XVIII 
Separate Accounts 

1ational Development Account. The Board of ~irectors is directed to establish and 
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maintain an I nternational Development Account for the purpose of providing for the travel and 
related expenses of competitors, coaches, and officials, as selected by the Board of Directors, to 
participate in the following events: 

a, World Olympic Games 

b. Pan-American Olympic Games 

c, World Fencing Championships 

d, World Junior Fencing Championships 

e, Such other major international competitions as may be 
approved for participation by the Board of Directors, 

Section 2. United States Development Account. The Board of Directors is directed to establish and 
maintain a United States Development Account for the following purposes. 

a. Development of promotional materials useful in publicizing fencing and fencing activities 
among students and the general public. 

b. Organization of programs for the holding of fencing clinics throughout the United States. 

c, 

d. 

e, 

f, 

g, 

h, 

Award of Scholarships for fencing instruction in designated sailes, clubs, schools, and 
institutions, or with selected coaches, to promising fencers in all weapons as chosen by the 
Board of Directors. 

Production and purchase of films and other instructional material as an aid to the teaching of 
fencing and as a means of promoting interest in, and understanding of, the sport. 

Creation of facilities and development of programs for the training of professional and amateur 
coaches and instructors, 

Establishment of the full-time, salaried post of Executive Secretary of the Corporation, 

Establishment of a permanent headquarters and office for the Corporation. 

Such other similar domestic development purposes as may be approved by the Board of 
Directors. 

Section 3, Contributions to Separate Accounts. Any contributor to the Corporation may direct that 
his gift be placed, in whole or in part, in one Or more of the Separate Accounts provided for in these 
By-Laws and his instructions shall be carried out by the Board of Directors. 

Contributions to such accounts qualify as a deductible charitable contribution under the rules of the 
I nternal Revenue Department, 

The Board of Directors shall have the right to place all or part of any contribution made to the 
Corporation in one or more of the Separate Accounts when the donor provides no instructions for the 
application of his gift, 

Subject to the provisions of these By-Laws, the Board of Directors shall have the right to place 
revenue, income, and property of the Corporation in one or more of the Separate.Accounts. 

Section 4, Management of the Separate Accounts, 

a, 

b. 

c, 

d, 

e. 

The management of the Separate Accounts provided for these By-Laws shali be vested in a 
board of three fiduciaries, one of whom shall be the President of the Corporation and two of 
whom shall not be directors or officers of the Corporation, 

The President of the Corporation shall serve as fiduciary for the term of his office and until his 
successor has been elected and qualifies, 

One of the remaining two fiduciaries shali be elected by the Board of Directors to serve for a 
term of two years and until his successor has been elected and qualifies, Thereafter, the term of 
this office shall be four years. 

The remaining fiduciary shall be elected by the Board of Directors to serve for a term of four 
years and until his successor is elected and qualifies. Thereafter the term of this office shall be 
four years. 

At least six months prior to the expiration of the term of a fiduciary other than the President 
of the Corporation, the fiduciary shall give notice to the Board of Directors of his willingness to 
serve for another term office. I n the event the fiduciary notifies the Board of his willingness to 
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serve, the Board shall vote on the question whether to elect the fiduciary to another term of 
office. I n the event the fiduciary does not receive a majority of the votes cast, or in the event 
the fiduciary is unwilling to serve for another term of office, then the remaining fiduciaries shall 
nominate another candidate for the approval of the Board of Directors. I n the event that such 
nominee does not receive the approval of the Board of Directors, the remaining fiduciaries shall 
nominate additional candidates until the Board of Directors elects one of such nominees to 
office. 

f. In the event of the death, resignation, or inability to serve of a fiduciary, the remaining 
fiduciaries shall nominate a candidate to fill the unexpired term for the approval of the Board 
of Directors in accordance with the procedure set forth in the preceeding paragraph. 

g. The board of fiduciaries shall have power to invest and reinvest the corpus of each such 
Account with due regard for both the earning of income and the appreciation of capital. 

h. The board of fiduciaries shall manage the Account in accordance with the principles of prudent 
management set forth in the Laws of Pennsylvania respecting fiduciaries, trusts and estates, 
except that the fiduciaries shall not be limited to investing in what are commonly known as 
"legal investments". 

i. The income from each Separate Account shall be paid over to the Corporation semi-annually 
and shall be expended for the purposes prescribed for each Separate Account. 

j. The principal of each Separate Account shall remain intact and not be subject to invasion or 
distribution by the fiduciaries for a period of fifteen years from the date of its creation or until 
the market value of the principal of the Separate Account shall equal $100,000. Thereafter, at 
the direction of the Board of Directors, the Board of Fiduciaries shall have the power to invade 
principal and pay over to the Corporation an amount not to exceed in anyone year 10% of the 
market value of the principal of the Separate Account. 
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